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       CHATTERS FROM THE CHAIRMAN   
 
This time, sadly, it will be the final chat from myself. 
 
Due to ongoing problems with my health, and coupled with the fact that I am normally away most 
Tuesday evenings due to my commitments to athletics, where I am a technical official (actually a 
race starter), I feel that it is time to step back and let someone, with more time for the role, to take 
over as Club Chairman.  It needs someone with far more drive that I have, so perhaps one of our 
younger members may consider taking up the reins. 
 
Since Christmas and New Year I have struggled to get back to full health after having lost 10kg in 
one month.  This was largely due to an imbalance with my medication, which has now, thankfully, 
been sorted out by the medics.  It meant that I was unable to move out of the house to attend the 
club or my athletics matches.  The only reason the Doctor allowed me to go to work, was that I was 
sat at a desk during the day, and not moving about. 
 
The first indoor athletics match I attended was last Sunday 12 March and this was largely to sit and 
operate the False Start Detection equipment for the race starts.  I should be going to another match 
this coming Sunday, but it is outside and at the moment, I think it is still too cold for me to chance 
it. 
 
It has been a privilege to be your Chairman for the last twelve months and I will continue to support 
the club in any way that I feel that I can.  I am still willing to serve on the Committee if required to 
do so. 
Thank you for all your support and for the messages of good will during my illness.  

 
Paul Yates, Chairman 

 

  
   
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  

    
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING is to be held at 

Sale West Community Centre 
on Tuesday 18th April 2023 during the workshop break 

 
The NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

along with Reports from the Treasurer and other Officials will be sent to all members soon 
and we  do hope you will endeavour to attend to vote on these and discuss any other club 

business. This is your club and it needs your support and input. 
(Visitors may attend but not take part in the AGM nor vote.) 

 
This is an important meeting for you and your club  

and we hope you will endeavour to attend.  
 
 
 
        



FORTHCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Due to Easter, the APRIL demo is on MARCH 28th  
The Demonstrator is Brian Ledsham - our very own! 
 
MAY 2nd demo is to be the 1st Collaborative demo and with Cheshire Guild of Woodturners at 
Plumley Village Hall WA16 0TR on Thursday April 20th 

 
JUNE’s demo is to be the 2nd Collaborative demo and with Ashley Wood Club but here at Sale 
West Community Centre on Tuesday June 6th 

 

JULY’s demo is to be the 3rd Collaborative demo is Trafford Woodcraft Club’s contribution and is 
on Tuesday July 4th at Sale West Community Centre. 
 
The 4th Collaborative demo isn’t until September and has still to be finally agreed, so more later.  
 
Admin notes for collaborative demo evenings: 

• Competitions may be run by the club providing the demonstration. The other clubs may at 
their discretion organise their monthly competitions on dates to suit themselves but not on 
the collaborative demonstration evening.  

• Any attendee who has a work of particular merit or showing exceptional skill may bring it 
along to be exhibited on a “Show & Tell” table. Visiting clubs may wish to collate such pieces. 

• No proof of identity will be required to access any collaborative evenings. All members of the 
4 collaborative clubs may attend all of the 4 collaborative demonstration evenings totally free 
of charge. 

• The club providing the demonstration will organise and benefit from the raffle on the evening. 
• Ashley Wood Club has the option to offer wood for sale on the 4 collaborative evenings.  

 
COMPETITONS        APRIL is a larger bowl. 3 sizes 1.up to 10“ 2.up to 15“ 3.up to 20“ 
                                   MAY is a Bud vase (Twig pot/Weed pot) 
 
MARCH COMPETITION WINNERS    There were no entries in Woodcarving & Woodcraft sections. 
Woodturning:   1st  Brian Ledsham    2nd  Brian Ledsham   3rd  John Willson 
 
 



DATES FOR THE DIARY  (The Club Calendar is shown at the end of this newsletter). 
 
Cheshire Guild of Woodturning are having a free open day on Saturday May 20th. @ Plumley 
Village Hall. They hope to attract new members and if you are interested you can get in touch with 
them. Or, if you know anybody that might like to go it is free. I understand brews will be available. 
Overall it should be a good day out. 
 
Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th August Chestnut Woodturning Weekender 4 at Heywood Civic 
Centre, Heywood. You will need to buy a ticket in advance as entry is by ticket only so sign up for 
email updates at: www.woodturningweekender.co.uk 
4 RPT demonstrators for the weekend are:    *   Jason Breach – England        *   Jay Heryet - Wales 
                                                                  *   Richard Kennedy – Scotland        *   Joe Laird - Ireland 
 
North of England Woodworking & Power Tool Show aka Harrogate Show Fri 10th – Sun 12th November 
Tickets not yet available. Details on the club visit will be given nearer the time.  
 
OUTSIDE EVENTS & CRAFT FAIRS 2023 
 
Wythenshawe Forum 1st Thursday monthly pop up stall. If you haven’t been included in the 
email group of interested members please let me know, it’s nothing personal – honest!   

April 6th is booked. Long may it continue!! 
• Sunday June 11th  “Big Lunch” @John Leigh Park Altrincham BOOKED  
• Sunday June 18th Sale Lions Father’s Day Fair @Worthington Park Sale BOOKED 
• Sunday June 25th  Picnic in the Park  @ Ashton on Mersey Park 13.00-16.00 BOOKED  
• Sunday July 2nd Gatley Village Festival on William Scholes Playing Field Gatley ***awaiting 

application form***  
• Saturday September 2nd Timperley Country Fair @ Larkhill Timperley  

***awaiting application form*** 
So get making!! 

Julian Birtwell 
NEWS FLASH ! 
I appealed for help recently in locating a missing chuck. It was found last night and returned to its lathe. It 
had been put away in a box (possibly the one it had been originally supplied in) and placed in the cabinet 
under the big Nova DVR lathe. Tidy yes but WHY? 
 
 
WHERE CAN I GET WOOD? 
 
I have been asked by several people recently where can I get wood. 
 
TDWC will always try and have a box of wood suitable for beginners to ‘have a go’ on workshop 
nights. And there might even be bigger pieces from time to time. 
 
When the bug has truly bitten you will need to have bigger and better sources so here are a few 
that I have used over the years. 
 

1. British Hardwoods Keighley www.britishhardwoods.co.uk look out for their Open Days 
2. Ashley Wood Club c/o Paul Starr 07813 950584. 

Air dried and kiln dried but also listen out for their milling days for green wood and best prices 
especially if you provide a bit of muscle during the day. 

3. Marketplace within Facebook has wood for sale often around Greater Manchester. 
4. eBay often has wood for sale and if you use  1 of the  dropdowns to refine your search and 

select ‘Nearest first’ you don’t have to worry about postage simply go and pick up maybe 
even paying when you have chosen. 

5. The Wood Yard Heywood email glover514@hotmail.co.uk 01706 625880. 
0n Facebook & Instagram. Lots of ‘Building’ wood in stock but also a fair bit of hardwood including 
some exotics                                          ( Continued next page… WHERE CAN I GET WOOD? ) 

http://www.woodturningweekender.co.uk/
http://www.britishhardwoods.co.uk/
mailto:glover514@hotmail.co.uk


( Continued… WHERE CAN I GET WOOD? ) 
 

6. Join our wood club.  
• Monthly Raffles often have wood prizes.  
• The general public often offer felled wood both at outdoor events or via our 

website/Facebook page 
• Demonstrators bring wood to sell 
• Widow’s offer wood for sale when faced with having to clear out their late husband’s 

workshops. 
7. Wildwood Timber Merchants & Sawmillers             Peover 01565 723300 

www.wildwoodtimber.co.uk  Recommended by David Thwaite 
8. Jasonwilkinswoodturner on Facebook www.oldforgecrafts.com/jasons-wood-craft. 07875 

208582. 
Based in Mid Wales in Cardigan Jason runs his workshop in the same building as his craft 
shop right on the seafront. A former forest worker he set up approx. ten years ago. As he 
sources/mills/green turns/kiln dries his wood he frequently has wood for sale and ships all 
over the UK. Maybe not the cheapest way to buy but he often has some wonderful stuff.  
If you are ever that way on holiday, do drop into his friendly little shop. 
 

JULIAN BIRTWELL 
 
 

 
 
 
DEMONSTRATION by Mike Taylor on Tuesday 7th March 2023     
 

Although we have had a bodger (i.e a pole-lathe turner) give us a 
demonstration quite recently, this demo’ was fascinating in a different 
way as Mike gave us a lot of information about woodland management 
and the techniques of coppicing as well as showing us how to split and 
turn green wood.  
 
About 28 members and guests turned up to see Mike, who had travelled 
80 miles up the M6 from Cannock in Staffordshire.  He explained how he 
was now the owner of 8 acres of woodland on The Wreakin, which is a 
hill near Telford in Shropshire, a further 20 miles away along the M54. In 
his preamble he told us that as a metallurgist he had worked in the steel 
industry in the Black Country for 30 years.  Eleven years ago, aged 48, 
he resigned and changed his life completely.   
 

He had enjoyed woodworking as a hobby ever since his 14th birthday when he was given a small 
lathe by his grandfather. Now he would change this pastime into a career and it would become his 
main source of income. In winter he harvests the wood by coppicing and the cut stems are sold as 
bean-poles, or fencing timber or supports for layered hedging. Mostly this is larch or hazel and it is 
done on an 8 year rotation with a one acre patch being cropped each year. The process allows the 
woodland floor to get more light and increases the diversity of flora and fauna.  Some of the wood 
is converted to charcoal which sold as a soil treatment as well as for barbecues.   
 
Sometimes bigger trees are taken down completely and these are milled into planks on site and 
then, after seasoning, they are a turned into bowls, platters etc.  He uses an electric lathe for a lot 
of these but prefers to use the slower pole lathe for turning greenwood into legs and spindles for 
chairs and stools. Obviously the more time consuming process results in a higher sales price, so a 
completely handcrafted Windsor chair might involve 60 hours of work and be sold for £600.   
 
A simple hand-turned (rough finished) cereal bowl in alder or birch might be priced at £50. There 
is a market for such environmentally friendly items and Mike adds provenance to the timber by 
explaining to buyers exactly where the wood has come from in his locality. Some of his sales are 
arranged on line but most are done at country fairs, farmers markets and more recently in craft 
shops and galleries. He is already making scores of Christmas trees to be sold next winter in 
specialist seasonal shops in Ludlow.  
 

http://www.wildwoodtimber.co.uk/
http://www.oldforgecrafts.com/jasons-wood-craft


The actual demo’ began with 20” long, 6” diameter, ash log being split 3 or 4 times with a Swedish 
axe and a heavy mallet. Each time this was done through the pith, as this would be the point where 
any unwanted splits would usually occur if a complete log is allowed to dry naturally. Mike said that 
ash, hazel, alder and fruit woods would split easily along the full length but he wouldn’t try this with 
elm because it has interlocking grain. Elm is used for the seats of his stools and chairs.   
 

One of the resulting wedge shaped pieces of ash was placed on a horse with a foot operated clamp 
such that when seated he could use a two-handled steel draw-knife to remove corners and steadily 
change the wedge into a roughly cylindrical baton. This was held between the steel pivot points on 
his natural wood lathe, using tallow or vaseline as a lubricant between the rotating wood and the 
stationary metal points.  A cord was wrapped twice around the baton; the top end of the cord was 
attached to the middle of a bungy rope stretched between two tall vertical poles; the bottom end of 
the cord was fixed to his foot-operated treadle.   
 
Using a shallow mild steel roughing gouge he gradually shaped the uneven baton into a smooth 
cylinder. This involves removing shavings only on the downwards stroke and then withdrawing the 
gouge slightly as the bungy rotates the piece backwards to where it was originally. The beads and 
coves which decorate the legs and spindles on chairs were made in the same manner using a skew 
chisel. At this point Mike commented that he takes part in competitions involving this whole process. 
They are called log to leg. The world record is about 6 minutes and he is about 4th in the world with 
a time of 14 minutes.   
 
The completed leg was made smoother by rubbing with shavings rather than sandpaper and the 
‘natural’ surface would be sealed with Danish oil or beeswax. Dave says “I don’t do shiny stuff”.  
He uses cold-pressed linseed oil to seal his wooden bowls and plates and any other items which 
might come into contact with food e.g. spoons. 
 
Having finished the demo’ Mike described some of his other products such as shrink pots, honey-
drizzlers and snowmen. He ended the talk by telling us about the rules and regulations which apply 
to coppicing and woodland management and the anomalies of carbon capture. 
 
Altogether it was a fascinating couple of hours and I am sure all those present found much of 
interest in this unusual demo’.  
 

John Willson 



 
 Mike Taylor during his recent demonstration on the pole lathe. 
 
 

Your Treasurer, David Jones, 
                       is waiting to hear from you…. 
 
2023 Subscriptions are due on 1st April 
For most of you it will be £52 for the next six months  
(or £26 if you are a student or partner/spouse).  
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2023 

CLUB NIGHTS & OUTDOOR FAIRS/FESTIVALS 
DEMO nights 1st Tuesdays monthly 

18.30 – 22.00. (Feb to Nov) 
except April due to Easter April’s demo is on March 28th 

2023 Xmas Party on December 12th, 19.00 – 21.30 
All other ‘Normal workshops’ Tues 18.30 - 21.30 

COMPETITIONS  
3 Classes  

- Turned  
- Carved  
- General  
Woodwork 

March 28th 

(Date adjusted due to 

Easter) 

Demonstration: Brian Ledsham, TDWC Member The biggest bowl  up to 
10/15/20”    

3 categories 

April 4th Normal Club Workshop  

April 11th Normal Club Workshop  

April 18th  Normal Club Workshop  

THURS 
April 20th 

1st Collaborative demo at 
Cheshire Guild of Woodturners @ Plumley 

Emma Cook aka The Tiny Turner 

Cheshire Guild’s  competition 

April 25th Normal Club Workshop  

May 2nd Normal Club Workshop  

May 9th Normal Club Workshop  

May 16th Normal Club Workshop  

May 23rd Normal Club Workshop  

May 30th Normal Club Workshop  

TuesdayJune 6th 2nd Collaborative demo 
Ashley Club @ TDWC Sale West 

Dave AKO Atkinson 

 
Ashley’s Competition 

June 13th  Normal Club Workshop  

June 20th  Normal Club Workshop  

June 27th Normal Club Workshop  

Tues July  4th  3rd Collaborative demo  Trafford Woodcraft Club 
@ TDWC Sale West 

Chris Parker aka The Bald Woodturner 

TDWC Competition  
Subject to be conf. 

Thank you to all our contributors, writers and photographers – 
Without you, our newsletter would be very thin! 

New contributors are always welcome too, so please get in touch, 
sarah@lathamhall.co.uk 

  
 

Trafford & District Woodcraft Club Committee 
 

Chairman: PAUL YATES  0161 959 3639 
Secretary:  MARTIN NIELD  01925 757542    Treasurer: DAVID JONES  0161 747 0392 

Events:  JULIAN BIRTWELL 07779 874513    Editor: SARAH NIELD 01925 757542 
Committee Members: ANDY WILKINS, DAVID THWAITE, LINDA YATES 

Club Website: www.traffordwoodcraft.co.uk 
Editor: sarah@lathamhall.co.uk 
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