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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
Now finally we can see the back of the pandemic and can breathe again, while wondering
where the last two years have gone.
Having reviewed several stately homes in my past reports, this year I have managed to
include a little more wood related content; largely centred on the epic story of my
mantlepiece.
We have regretfully lost a few of our members, notably Cliff and prior to him Henry.
However we have in the meantime gained several more.
We are now reviewing our Health and Safety Policies to ensure that members’ weekly
workshops are both safe and healthy and will outline our ideas at the AGM.
Personally, I have decided to relinquish my position as Chairman after several years in
the post . Luckily we have Paul Yates ready to step in to replace me after the AGM next
week.
Robin Walling

This Tuesday, 26th April there will be the usual workshop at Sale West.
Then during ‘brew time’,
at 7.30pm the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held
and we do hope you will endeavour to attend.
After the official business of the meeting,
the workshop will continue as usual.
The official notice of AGM has been previously sent to all our
members. Visitors may attend but not take part, nor vote in the AGM.

Trafford & District Woodcraft Club Committee, until April 26th 2022
Chairman & Librarian: ROBIN WALLING
0161 929 8472
Secretary: MARTIN NIELD 01925 757542 Treasurer: DAVID JONES 0161 747 0392
Events: JULIAN BIRTWELL 07779 874513 Editor: SARAH NIELD 01925 757542
Committee Members: ANDY WILKINS, DAVID THWAITE, PAUL YATES
Club Website: www.traffordwoodcraft.co.uk

Random scribblings from a Broadbottom – April 2022
DEMONSTRATIONS & COMPETITONS
In May we have a newcomer to TDWC Rick Dobney RPT. I knew the name but had never
seen him live so when he was on Chestnut Products Conkers Live in June 2021 I thought
maybe he’s the “New to TDWC” that I was looking for. I hope you agree.
He offers tuition and does commissions, but isn’t a production turner, from his workshop in
Chesterfield. See rickdobney.uk for more info. I am sure that our youngest member Nathan
will especially enjoy it if Rick chooses to include texturing and colour in his demo.
In June yours truly will do a free of charge member’s demo. Right now I haven’t the foggiest
idea what I will be doing so I really must pull my finger out. Promise I will give it some
serious thought.
May’s competition: A Box - no size restriction so literally anything with a lid.
June’s competition: A Bowl - again no size restriction.

March 29th Competition Winners

First: Peter Knapman

A wenge bowl

Second: Will Powell

Oak Chefs Salt & Pepper twin Bowl

Third: Julian Birtwell
Ebony

Jarrah burr bowl with feet and chucking recess core plug in

Certificates will be available for the winners at the next meeting - Apologies but we were
three committee members short that evening.

OUTSIDE EVENTS 2022
Now that we are getting close to the start of the Events season, would any members new
to these shows and that want to sell their stuff, please let me know?
We have 2 gazebos 1 x 6M that we use for sales tables & 1 x 3M that we use for
demonstrating turning. TDWC pays for the pitch and charge members 10% of any items
sold. Cash and Card payments are all managed by the Club, even if you aren’t there.
I thought it might make things easier to digest if our outdoor events were lifted from the
main diary.
End of the year events will be confirmed as soon as the organisers let me know for sure.
These events can be very profitable for members sales despite the cooler weather
conditions.
Times stated are the organisers stated start and finish.
We have to be there well before to set up.
We will wait a few weeks before we start organising the TDWC coach to Harrogate Wood
Show in November and hopefully Martin Nield will again be seeing to this, watch this space
for an update.
TRAFFORD & DISTRICT WOODCRAFT CLUB OUTDOOR EVENTS 2022
THURSDAY 2ndJUNE ASHTON ON MERSEY VILLAGE ‘JUBILEE’ STREET MARKET

REGRETABLY CANCELLED
AS
THE
ORGANISERS
COULDN’T GET APPROVAL
FROM TRAFFORD COUNCIL.

SUNDAY 5th JUNE JOHN LEIGH PARK ALTRINCHAM ‘JUBILEE’
FAMILY FUN DAY 11 - 4
SUNDAY 19th JUNE SALE LIONS FATHERS DAY
@ WORTHINGTON PARK SALE 12 – 4.30
SUNDAY 26th JUNE FAMILY FUN DAY/PICNIC
@ ASHTON PARK 13.00-16.00
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10th TIMPERLEY COUNTRY FAIR
@ LARKHILL TIMPERLEY 10 - 5
HARROGATE WOOD SHOW Nov 11th-13th
Usual TDWC members coach Saturday 12th
NOV/DEC ASHTON ON MERSEY VILLAGE XMAS FAIR
NOV/DEC SALE ARTS TRAIL XMAS BAZAAR

BOOKED & CONFIRMED
BOOKED & CONFIRMED
BOOKED & CONFIRMED
BOOKED & CONFIRMED
IF ITS ON WE ARE GOING
TBC
TBC

CRAFTY THINGS TO DO, TO GO AND SEE.
A plea to all members.
I can only put in events that I know about but Nathan and granddad Ian beat me in April
and went to British Hardwoods Open Day in Keighley and grabbed themselves some
bargains and saw Chris Fisher perform. So either tell me or our Editor and share the
knowledge please.
Derbyshire Open Arts 2022 28-29 May 10.00 -17.00 -see www.derbyshireopenarts.co.uk
An art event every year at the end of May. Individuals and groups organise their own studios
and venues but join together under this umbrella organisation.
We did the tour a few years back and selected artists we liked the look of and had a great
day out.
I know makers who have taken part and they all spoke well of the experience.
Woodfest Country Show
I still can’t see any positive details about this fab event.
Normally it should be in May but we believe this has been cancelled. Covid has obviously
beaten the organisers. I hope I am proven wrong.
Makers Central 2022 Saturday 30th April –Sunday 1st May NEC Birmingham
Started back in 2018, when I went, and now hoping for a big post Covid comeback.
Lots to see over the whole range of making/creating.
See makerscentral.co.uk for full info and to book tickets.
Julian Birtwell

DEMONSTRATION BY CHRIS FISHER on Tuesday 28th March 2022
Chris is known as The Blind Woodturner and this evening he provided an amazingly
impressive demonstration of woodturning and decoration. Chris was born in Eccles and
became totally blind very suddenly 13 years ago at the age of 38. Over the next few years
he experienced a range of anxiety and mental health issues but was inspired to take up
woodturning and taught himself a personal technique by listening to numerous U-tube
demonstrations. He is now a fully accredited (APT) professional turner who has a big
following through his teaching in his workshop in the Derbyshire Dales and via his web-site.
His work is much collected and one of his main outlets is a gallery in his hometown of
Ashbourne. He is patron of UK Men’s Sheds which uses craftsmanship and DIY to provide
support for people suffering from bereavement, anxiety or loneliness. He is sponsored by
Axminster and has featured in magazine articles and soon will be seen on television in the
BBC show “Money for Nothing”. This evening he was accompanied by his wife Nicola and
his guide dog Bamber.

We had an excellent turnout of about 23 members and guests and before starting the demo
Chris reminded us that putting up our hands or nodding our heads was not the way to ask
or answer questions. He would be using a talking tape measure and a speaking device that
could read labels on tools and bottles. He also used a mortice/spigot sizing device he had
invented and this was now marketed by Axminster.
The project for this evening was a bowl he calls “Burr and Butterflies”. He started with a 9”
diameter, 3” deep bowl blank of burr oak which he had earlier screwed onto a face plate.
Using his device he scratched a mark on the outer face to indicate where he should end
the cut – this is tactile marking as pencil lines can’t be used. He created a mortice in the
base and gradually shaped the outside of the bowl. He explained that a lot of stopping and
feeling is needed to assist his mental imagery. When he was happy with the shape he
swopped his bowl gouge for a scraper to give a smoother surface. The final smoothing was
done with a wax paste containing lavender oil which is available in various grit sizes. This
‘sanding’ was done at low speed as if the speed is too fast the heat produced makes the
surface harder and therefore the sanding is less effective. The last two (finest) grits were
applied using sanding paper so as to remove the previous oils and leave a grease-free
surface ready for decoration.
The outside was now decorated with coloured butterflies using an air-brush and a series of
laser cut peel-off stencils which are available from Axminster or Turners Retreat. One of
our youngest members, Nathan, has been taught by Chris in his workshop so he was invited
to come out and help choose the best area of burr to apply the stencil. The stencils are selfadhesive but they are also held in place by lengths of wide masking tape which Chris used
to cover up the rest of the outer surface. After the colours had been sprayed onto the first
stencils Chris applied a matching plastic infill stencil through which he air brushed black
paint to provide detail such as the body and feelers of the butterfly.
When all was dry, the masking tape and stencils were removed and the whole surface
sealed with bees wax
(Continued on the next page…)

(Continued from the previous page…)

.The final stage was to remove the piece from the lathe, unscrew the face plate and remount
the bowl through the mortice chucking point on the base. He faced off the outer surface and
used a carbide cutting tool to quickly remove the inner part of the bowl. He used his own
design of depth gauge to assess the thickness remaining at the base. The inside was
finished off with a scraper followed by wax sanding paste and finally Yorkshire Grit paste
which produces a polished surface.

Everyone agreed that the finished bowl was very impressive. It had been a highly
entertaining demonstration and one which all present will remember for a very long time.
John Willson
BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION
(John in his piece above, mentions Nathan and I invited him to tell us a little about himself
before we read his fascinating article below. Editor)
Background about me?
My name is Nathan Adams-Jackson, I am 17 years old, and I was born and raised in
Manchester. I spent my younger years living in Partington and then at the age of 9 I moved
to where I live now in Urmston. At this moment in time, I am not a student as I am focusing
on my woodturning trying to make a career out of it.
However, in September I will be starting a part-time supported internship at Trafford General
hospital working in some of the departments, trying to help the community around me, this
I will be doing on the side of my woodturning as woodturning will still take priority as it is a
way of life for me now. I will have a professional woodturner life as my career for example:
teaching others how to turn, demonstrating and selling my pieces in a gallery.
Besides woodturning I enjoy, going to the football, as I am a mad Manchester City fan and
I try to go to as many games as possible,
I also take pride in being strong as I go to the gym three times a week, I enjoy exercises
such as, deadlifts, bench press and barbell squats. Also, I love skiing and go to the chill
factor every Saturday and we try to go skiing abroad every couple of years. I love listening
to music as well and enjoy artists such as Rod Stewart, Queen, and Frank Sinatra.
Turnability is a partnership formed between me and Chris Fisher RPT aiming to inspire
people with disabilities that their disability shouldn’t be an excuse not to do anything they
desire in life.
Nathan Adams

Woodturning with a disability
Hello, my name is Nathan. I have been asked to write a series of articles about myself. As
many of you know, I am a young woodturner with Cerebral Palsy with a real passion for this
extraordinary art form. I set out in life to put 100% into everything I do.
My Grandad, Ian, is everything to me and is the
one reason I took up woodturning; he took me
to woodworking shows and seminars where I
met Chris Fisher RPT, who took me under his
wing as one of his students and helped me
transform woodturning from a craft to an art
form.
Left: Nathan with Chris Fisher and Ian Adams

In 2021, we formed a partnership together
called Turnability, setting out to inspire and
break the stigma that people with any disability
should be sheltered and wrapped in cotton
wool. This stigma may mean that people think a
young man with Cerebral Palsy should not be
doing this potentially dangerous, age-old art
form of woodturning. I would often say to these
people ‘what the mind can perceive the body will
achieve’ which is a metaphor showing that
people can do whatever they aspire to do. This is definitely not a cliché as this goal takes
drive, hard work and tenacity. Don’t let anyone tell you that you can’t pursue it; if you are
motivated to achieve your goal, you can achieve anything you set your mind to.
Woodturning is incredibly important to me; it gives me a real challenge on a day-to-day
basis. For me this is important as I am a very visual learner and trying to solve a problem
which I am faced with makes my brain come alive. The concept I enjoy the most is trying to
overcome the problem that an able-bodied person may not have.
For example, learning how to use the bowl gouge for me was a
tricky tool to master as most people with Cerebral Palsy,
including myself, don’t know their own strength as the side of
the brain which helps with coordination and fine motor skills
was affected at birth. Reminders about pressure on the tool by
Chris helped me a significant amount.
I also face struggles such as preparing the blank on the face
plate using small screws which can be fiddly for me. These
challenges come with solutions to help the problem such as
clamping the workpiece, so it is secure to take one aspect of
the problem away.
As in many cases of CP one
side of my body is affected
more than the other. For me,
my right side is affected more than my left. Growing up,
people around me have given me reminders to use both
hands when performing a simple task to improve efficiency.
I now bear this in mind when I am woodturning. I think the
mental thought of woodturning is just as important as being
at the lathe, as when I am at the lathe, I need more time than
a woodturner without CP to think and consider possible
consequences to actions. All the time when I am
woodturning I am constantly thinking of the process and
method of a particular project.
.
(Continued next page…)
(From previous age… )

To finish this short article, I would like to tell you about my
aspirations for the future. My first one would be to become
an RPT. For those of you who don’t know, this stands for
Register of Professional Turners and I would really like to
have the badges on my turning smock showing that
certification.
The next goal would be to become the resident woodturner
in an art gallery and exhibit my creations. The third major
goal would be to start demonstrating across the UK and
help others by passing on my knowledge through teaching
and sharing my story.
Thank you for reading. I hope you feel inspired.
Nathan Adams
Left is The Nick Agar Viking Sunset bowl
This piece was a piece that was commissioned, and it took me three, 8-hour days to turn
this piece. It would be wrong of me to take any credit for the design of the bowl, in fact this
was a bowl made famous by one of the best woodturning artists in the world Nick Agar;
and is one of the most iconic bowl designs in modern day woodturning.
Nick was demonstrating on a woodturning cruise in Norway and want to design and make
a piece to mark the occasion. Since then, Nick has had commissions of the Royals and
has many of his pieces in Buckingham palace and the best art galleries around the world.
Nick is another huge inspiration of mine and we have been in touch on a number of
occasions with him.
Nathan Adams

Good News – The Club sees the return of Brew Time.
The price remains at 50p for a brew and a couple of biscuits.
(It may not stay at this price for long though.)

Boiling water care of the halls geyser.
Mugs again are shared with the hall
(or bring your own if you would rather.)

All mugs must be cleaned and dried after use.
Tea, coffee, sugar, milk and biscuits are our own.

Cheers, Julian, Events & Brewtime Secretary

Note from the Editor
My very grateful thanks to the regular contributors for this eNewsletter. You all help
to make our monthly edition informative and interesting; and without you I simply
couldn’t achieve this for the membership.
As you see this month we have an introductory article from Nathan Adams and we
hope that he may be persuaded to consider writing more for us in the future.
Now it is YOUR turn : Many of you may have something to tell us about your
woodcraft whether it is a weekend interest, serious hobby or your career and we’d
love to hear about it. Many of you may be interested in other things too (is there
anything other than woodcraft? ) or have recently enjoyed a particular walk or outing
somewhere. Perhaps you saw something interesting on holiday – why not share this
with us and let us enjoy it too.
Just send it to sarah@lathamhall.co.uk or give me a ring 01925 757542 if you want
to chat about it first.
I really look forward to hearing from you.

Contributions for the next Newsletter would normally be due 26h May
However the Hon Sec and the Editor are hoping to have a holiday in Wales…

so please could contributions be in by Thurs, 12 May.
TRAFFORD & DISTRICT WOODCRAFT CLUB

(updated 28/4/2022)

TIMETABLED CLUB NIGHT EVENTS
& OUTSIDE FAIRS/FESTIVALS

2022

DEMO nights 1st Tuesdays monthly 18.30 – 22.00.
(Feb to Nov)
2022 Xmas Party on December 13th 18.30 – 22.00.

All other ‘Normal workshop’ Tuesdays 18.30 – 21.30
April 26th
May 3rd
May 10th / 17th
May 24th / 31st

TDWC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Rick Dobney Woodturner RPT ***New to TDWC***
Normal Club Workshops
Normal Club Workshops

MONTHLY
COMPETITION
3 Classes
- Turned
- Carved
- General
Woodwork
A box

THURSDAY 2nd JUNE ASHTON ON MERSEY VILLAGE ‘JUBILEE’ STREET MARKET CANCELLED

SUNDAY 5th JUNE JOHN LEIGH PARK ALTRINCHAM ‘JUBILEE’ FAMILY FUN DAY
-- BOOKED/CONFIRMED

June 7th
June 14th

Julian Birtwell, TDWC member
Normal Club Workshop

CONFIRMED

A bowl

SUNDAY 19th JUNE SALE LIONS FATHERS DAY @ WORTHINGTON PARK SALE
-- BOOKED/CONFIRMED

June 21st

Normal Club Workshop

SUNDAY 26th JUNE FAMILY FUNDAY ASHTON ON MERSEY PARK – BOOKED/CONFIRMED

June 28th
July 5th
July 12th / 19th
July 26th

Normal Club Workshop

August 2nd
August 9th / 16th
August 23rd /30th

Brian Ledsham, TDWC member
Normal Club Workshop
Normal Club Workshop

Sept 6th
Sept 13th
Sept 20th / 27th
Oct 4th
Oct 11th /18th /25th

Paula Kearey, Green Woodworker
Normal Club Workshop

CONFIRMED A decorated item

Normal Club Workshop
CONFIRMED

Item from 2 or more woods

Richard Finley, Production woodturner
CONFIRMED With an element of offset
th
TIMPERLEY COUNTRY FAIR SEPTEMBER 10
BOOKED
Normal Club Workshop
Normal Club Workshop
Steve Heeley, Woodturner
Normal Club Workshop

CONFIRMED Fruit

Nov 1st
Nov 8th

Dave Thwaite, TDWC member
CONFIRMED An Xmas piece
Normal Club Workshop
HARROGATE WOOD SHOW Nov 11th-13th
We hope to run our usual coach transport for members, Sat 12th TBC
Nov 15th / 22nd/29 Normal Club Workshop
ASHTON ON MERSEY VILLAGE XMAS FAIR and SALE ARTS TRAIL XMAS BAZAAR TBC
Dec 6th
Normal Club Workshop
Dec 13th

18.30 – 22.00
Dec 20th & Dec 27

2023 Jan 3rd

Club Xmas Party - Free entry to all members & their
partners. Food & drink donations most welcome.

Your ‘best’ piece as
yet unseen at TDWC

Closed - Merry Xmas & A Very Happy 2023
Normal Club Workshop

No Demo this month

None this month

